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the arrangement through Said Suleiman Kheirallah's in-
considerate indisposition made the execution of Darweesh
tedious, as he was hanging for fully quarter of an hour
without any flogging to amuse his fellow villagers and the
officers and men of the Inniskilling Dragoons, the military
mounted police, and the mounted infantry. A few spare
sentences of flogging should have been kept in hand to pro-
vide against accidents.

In any case there was not time to flog everybody, nor to
flog three of the floggees enough; so these three had a year's
hard labor apiece in addition to their floggings. Six others
were not flogged at all, but were sent to penal servitude
for seven years each. One man got fifteen years. Total
for the morning's work: four hanged, two to penal ser-
vitude for life, one to fifteen years penal servitude, six
to seven years penal servitude, three to imprisonment for
a year with hard labor and fifty lashes, and five to fifty
lashes.

Lord Cromer certifies that these proceedings were "just
and necessary." He also gives his reasons. It appears that
the boasted justice introduced into Egypt by the English in
1882 was imaginary, and that the real work of coping with
Egyptian disorder was done by Brigandage Commissions,
composed of Egyptians. These Commissions, when an
offence was reported, descended on the inculpated village;
seized everybody concerned; and plied them with tortures,
mentionable and unmentionable, until they accused every-
body they were expected to accuse. The accused were in
turn tortured until they confessed anything and everything
they were accused of. They were then killed, flogged, or
sent to penal servitude. This was the reality behind the
illusion that soothed us after bombarding Alexandria. The
bloodless, white-gloved native courts set up to flatter our
sense of imperial justice had, apparently, about as much
to do with the actual government of the fellaheen as the
annual court which awards the Dunmow flitch of bacon
has to do with our divorce court. Eventually a Belgian